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 Emergency Management Model

 BCERMS – Provincial Standard

 Emergency Operations Centre

 Elected Official Roles / Responsibilities

 Personal Preparedness

 Past and Future

Overview
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In Canada, we have an emergency management 
model that includes everyone from individuals and 
families, local, regional, provincial and federal 
government
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Emergency Management Model

At the local level, Canadians are 
expected to plan for and deal with 
everyday emergencies they may 
face. 

http://www.getprepared.ca/72_e.asp�
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When the emergency is too 
great for an individual to 
handle, the municipality 
steps in to help. 

Emergency Management Model
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When municipal 
resources and capability 
are overwhelmed, the 
province provides the 
necessary resources to 
support the emergency 
or disaster.

Emergency Management Model
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When provincial resources are 
exhausted, the province 
may call on the federal 
government for help. The 
federal government may 
contribute its own supplies, 
those of other provinces, or 
the international 
community. 

Emergency Management Model

http://www.combatcamera.forces.gc.ca/netpub/server.np?original=5087&site=combatcamera&catalog=photos&download�
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British Columbia Emergency Response 
Management System

 Ensures a coordinated and organized provincial 
response and recovery to any and all emergency 
events 

 Standardize the process for the delivery of a multi-
ministry, multi-agency coordinated response to all 
emergencies 

 clarify the functions of various supporting local, 
provincial and federal agencies during a response 
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Regional Emergency Program

 Province mandates an Emergency Plan

 Affiliated with Provincial Emergency Program

 Regional Program administered by KFD

 Funded by all member municipalities
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Emergency Operations Centre
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Emergency Operations Centre 
responsibilities include:

 policy direction and support, 
 information collection, evaluation and display, 
 coordination of agencies and operations, 
 establishment of priorities, 
 resource management, 
 communications, and 
 public information and warning. 
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EOC Activations

 Forest Fires, Floods, Major Hazmat, Landslides, ESS, 
Extreme Weather, ???

 Can be requested by any member of the plan

 Can be requested by PEP

 Requests to be directed immediately to on-duty EPC 
who will authorize EOC activation

 EOC / Alternate EOC Location
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 June 2005 – Westside Road collapse
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 August 2005 – Rose Valley Fire
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Other Recent Activations

 2008 BC Summer Games
 Nov 2008: Highway 97 

Closure
 Dec 2008: North Westside 

Power Outage 
 Jan/Feb 2009: Winter Storm 

– PEP Support
 Pandemic Alert Phase
 2009 Spring Freshet 

Preparations



Pandemic Planning

 Tabletop Exercise – 2003

 Interior Health Workshop 
– November 2007

 Information gathering and 
sharing

 Ongoing monitoring
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Elected Officials – Roles and 
Responsibilities

 Legislated Responsibilities – Emergency 
Planning

 Policy Direction
 Corporate Support of Emergency Plan
 Publicly Support Emergency Preparedness
 Be available – Emergency Contact Lists
 During Emergency – within EOC
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EOC Policy Group

 When the EOC is activated, local authorities may 
establish a policy group comprised of the head of the 
local authority (e.g. Mayor) and other elected 
officials in order to provide the EOC Director with 
policy direction. 

 An example of this level of policy direction is the 
declaration of a “state of local emergency”.
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Declaring a Local State of 
Emergency

 Section 12 of the BC Emergency Program Act 
allows Local Authority, or head of a Local 
Authority (Municipal Council or Mayor; or 
Regional District Board or Chair) to declare a 
State of Local Emergency if extraordinary 
powers are required to deal with the effects 
of an emergency or disaster.
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Declaring a Local State of 
Emergency
Declarations can be made in two ways:

 by bylaw or resolution if made by a Local Authority,

 by order, if made by the head of the Local Authority. Before 
issuing a Declaration by order, the Mayor or Chair must use 
their best efforts to obtain the consent of the other members 
of Council or Board to the Declaration.

As soon as practical after issuing a Declaration order, the Mayor

or Regional District Chair must convene a meeting of Council

and/or Board to assist in directing response to the emergency.
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"Preparing for an emergency is a 
responsibility we all share. Having a 
plan and an emergency kit to cope 
with the first 72 hours of an 
emergency can make a world of 
difference in keeping a family safe 
and comfortable, and helps first 
responders to focus their resources 
on those in urgent need."

http://www.getprepared.ca/72_e.asp�
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